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SUB J : BCP LEADER ON RELATIONS BETWEEN LESOTHO AND SOUTH AFRICA 
REF: MASERU 505 

ON JUNE 6 SABC QUOTED BCP LEADER MOKHEHLE AS SAYING LESOTHO 
COULD NEVER ESCAPE REALITY OF SOUTH AFRICA AND SUGGESTING AN 
EVENTUAL FEDERATION OR UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA AND LESOTHO. 
MOKHEHLE HAS CONFIRMED THAT HE GAVE INTERVIEW TO SABC REPORTER 
WHICH HE INSISTED HE TAPED SO HE COULD NOT BE MISQUOTED, BUT 
STRESSED THAT HE WAS SPEAKING OF DISTANT FUTURE WHEN ONLY 
STABLE EXISTENCE WAS ONE IN WHICH RSA AND LESOTHO COULD COME 
TOGETHER IN FEDERATION OR UNION. 

COMMENT: BCP AND MOKHEHLE IN PARTICULAR HAVE TRADITIONALLY 
ADHERED TO TOUGH ANTI- SOUTH AFRICAN LINE. BUT BNP HAS ADOPTED 
EQUALLY STRONG ANTI- RSA POSE IN LAST 20 MONTHS AND ISSUE OF 
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RELATIONS WITH RSA HAS BECOME PARTICULAR FOOTBALL. USE OF 
LESOTHO/ RSA RELATIONS ISSUE PARTICULARLY TEMPTING IN VIEW OF 
CONSIDERABLE BODY OF CONSERVATIVE OPINION IN LESOTHO WHICH 
FIRMLY BELIEVES AND ARGUES THAT GOL HARD- LINE POLICY TOWARDS 
RSA IS INCORRECT OR HAS AT LEAST BEEN PUSHED TOO FAR AND THAT 
LESOTHO SHOULD WORK TO IMPROVE ITS RELATIONS WITH RSA. ANTHONY 
MANYELI, FORMER HARD- LINE BNP MINISTER, IS ONE OF LEADING 
EXPONENTS OF THIS VIEW. THUS. WHILE GOL OFFICIALS MAKING CLEAR 
THERE NO INTENTION ESTABLISH DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH RSA, 
AFTER BCP DEPUTY LEADER AND LEADER OF BCP ELEMENT IN INTERIM 
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY, G. P. RAMOREBOLI, AND UDP LEADER CHARLES 
MOFELI, BOTH CALLED FOR IMPROVED RELATIONS WITH RSA IN INTERIM 
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY ON MAY 7 ( REFTEL), AND PM JONATHAN FELT COM- 
PELLED TO SAY AT PITSO SEVERAL WEEKS LATER THAT ISSUE OF ALLEGED 
DETERIORATING RELATIONS WITH RSA HAD BEEN EXAGGERATED FOR PRO- 
PAGANDA PURPOSES AND THAT IT NOT TRUE GOOD RELATIONS DID NOT 
EXIST BETWEEN TWO COUNTRIES. IN THIS CONTEXT MOKHEHLE' S STATE- 
MENT APPEARS DESIGNED PREVENT HIS BEING ISOLATED IN WAKE OF 
SPLIT IN HIS PARTY AND PROVIDE HIM WITH ISSUE WHICH HE BADLY 
NEEDS ON WHICH TO ATTACK BNP POLICY. 
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